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COMMENTS ON JUDICIAL COUNCIL TASK FORCE JURY INSTRUCTIONS 
(Please feel free to attach additional pages for your comments) 

 
I am a  � judge � lawyer 
 
1. Which task force instructions did you use in the trial? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. My general observations of the new instructions with regard to: 
 
 a. Accuracy of the instructions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 b. Clarity of the instructions. Please specify whether this is based on your own 
assessment or jurors’ reaction to the instructions. Jurors’ reaction may be assessed 
based on how often they raised questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Comments as to specific instructions, or general categories of instructions. 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Comments on source material that followed the instructions 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5. Overall, I found the new instructions, compared to BAJI, to be  more clear_____ 

about the same _____ 
less clear_____ 
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6. Overall, I found the new instructions, compared to BAJI, to be 
 
 
more accurate_____ 
about the same _____ 
less accurate_____ 

 
 
 
5. Any other comments on the juror instruction project? 
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Jury Instruction Evaluation Project 
 
Objective 
 
Ascertain whether new juror instructions (1) more accurately reflect the source 
material, and (2) are easier for the jurors to understand.  
 
Methodology 
 
The accuracy and clarity of the new instructions should be evaluated not only based 
on juror’s reactions, but also on judges’ and attorneys’ reactions. 
 
Whenever feasible, tests on specific new instructions should be compared against the 
old ones, which would be given to a group of jurors with similar profiles as defined 
by such factors as age, race, gender, education, occupation, etc. 
 
Methods of evaluation could be either paper and pencil tests on multiple-choice 
questions, or through mock trials to assess the reactions of those involved. While the 
latter occurs in a more natural setting, the former may yield more reliable and 
objective evaluation results in a more controlled environment. 
 
How does the preliminary pilot in Sas Bernardino County fit into the overall 
evaluation scheme?  
 
Comments could be used to help draft a more structured survey, or to define specific 
subjects that need to be explored in a more comprehensive manner. 
 
 

Judicial Council  Advisory Committee on JURY INSTRUCTIONS  
(Updated April 18, 2000; Appointed Indefinitely.)  

• Hon. Carol Corrigan, Chair, Court of Appeal, First Appellate District, Division Three  

• Hon. James D. Ward, Vice-chair, Court of Appeal, Fourth Appellate District, Division Two  

• Ms. Sarah B. Benard, California League of Women Voters  

• Ms. Kate Bloch, University of California, Hastings College of Law  

• Hon. Roger W. Boren, Court of Appeal, Second Appellate District, Division Two  

• Prof. Lee Campbell, University of Southern California, School of Law  

• Mr. William B. Chapman, Attorney at Law, Chapman, Popik & White  

• Hon. Florence-Marie Cooper, United States District Court, Central District of California  

• Hon. H. Walter Croskey, Court of Appeal, Second Appellate District, Division Three  

• Hon. John Darlington, Superior Court of California, County of Nevada  
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• Mr. Patrick Dixon, Deputy District Attorney, Los Angeles County  

• Mr. Jeffrey Gale, Chief State Public Defender  

• Hon. Barton C. Gaut, Court of Appeal, Fourth Appellate District, Division Two  

• Ms. Janet M. Green, California League of Women Voters  

• Hon. Joseph B. Harvey (Ret.), Superior Court of California, County of Lassen  

• Hon. Harry E. Hull, Jr., Court of Appeal, Third Appellate District  

• Mr. Michael Kelly, Attorney at Law, Walkup, Melodia, Kelly & Echevarria  

• Hon. Carolyn B. Kuhl, Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles  

• Hon. Sandra Lynn Margulies, Superior Court of California, County of Alameda  

• Ms. Edith R. Matthai, Attorney at Law, Robie & Matthai  

• Hon. Michael B. Orfield, Superior Court of California, County of San Diego  

• Hon. Steven Z. Perren, Court of Appeal, Second Appellate District, Division Six  

• Hon. Stuart R. Pollak, Superior Court of California, County of San Francisco  

• Mr. Tyler Pon, Office of the Attorney General  

• Ms. Pamela A. Ratner, Office of the Attorney General  

• Mr. Dennis Riordan, Attorney at Law, Riordan & Rosenthal  

• Hon. Ignacio Ruvolo, Court of Appeal, First Appellate District, Division Two  

• Mr. Daniel U. Smith, Attorney at Law, Kentfield  

• Ms. Christine Spagnoli, Attorney at Law, Greene, Broillet, Taylor, Wheeler & Panish  

• Hon. Lynn O'Malley Taylor, Superior Court of California, County of Marin  

• Prof. Peter Tiersma, Loyola Law School  

• Hon. Stuart T. Waldrip, Superior Court of California, County of Orange  

• Hon. David S. Wesley, Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles  

 
Coordinators: 
Robin Seeley (Phone: 415-865-7710) 
Lyn Hinegardner (Phone: 415-865-7698) 
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